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PAINTING WITH A TWIST
The DuPage County Farm Bureau
will be hosting a fun night out

at Bottle & Bottega in downtown Glen Ellyn.
Thursday, January 
27th, 6:30-9:00 pm

$35 for members
$40 for non-members

Sign up for this painting 
class and show off your 
best artwork. Bring your 
friends and your favorite 

bottle of wine!

Location: Bottle & Bottega
498 Crescent Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
Thursday, January 27th from 6:30-9pm

Registration deadline Friday, January 21st by 4 pm
RSVP and checks can be made out to DuPage County Farm Bureau.

Name(s) _________________________________________________

Member no. _____________________________________________

Amount enclosed _________________________________________

Phone number (________) ________________________________
Questions? Please call the DCFB at 630-668-8161.

The DuPage County Farm Bureau Foundation has given 
$143,500 in scholarships since 1991. The mission of our 
Farm Bureau is �promote agriculture through educational 
and informational programming to enhance the quality 
of life for our members, while preserving our agricultural 
heritage.� We do this through educating consumers on 
agriculture, provide Ag-In-The-Classroom programs to 
over 35,000 students with DuPage County yearly, member 
support, distributing close to $15,000 
in scholarships to students pursuing a 
degree in an agriculturally-related � eld 
yearly. To be able to accomplish all of this 
we depend on donations from our mem-
bers. We have included a donation form 
on page 2 if you so choose to donate. We 
thank all of you for your past, present 
and future donations to our Foundation!

Calendar of Events • January 2022
January 1st IAA Scholarship Application Period begins
January 3rd Closed for New Years
January 17th Board Meeting, 7:30pm 
January 18th Meat Order Deadline, 4pm
January 21st  Bottle & Bottega Registration Due
January 27th Meat Order Pick-up 10-4pm
January 27th Bottle & Bottega Class 6:30pm

Happy New Year!
Save the Date! Wine Down Thursday! March 10th, 2022
at Emmett�s Brewing Co. in Downtown Wheaton, 7-9pm. 
All events are subject to cancellation due to Covid-19. We want to keep our 

members as safe as possible, and will be following CDC advice and guidelines.

Don�t forget to check out all your membership
bene� ts at: http://ilfb.abenity.com

Kara Norton

IAA Foundation Offers
Scholarships to Support
Agriculture, IFB Families

Agriculture students 
and Illinois Farm Bureaufi

(IFB) members, spouses and 
children are eligible to apply 
for 84 college scholarships 
offered by the IAA Founda-
tion, Illinois Farm Bureau�s 

charitable arm. The scholar-
ships, ranging from $1,000 
to $7,500, will be awarded 
in total of $164,500 for the 
2022-23 school year.

�We are pleased to rec-
ognize students through our 
growing scholarship pro-
gram,� said Jennifer Smith, 
Development Manager, IAA 
Foundation. �It is a privilege 
to support the next genera-
tion of leaders and encour-
age degrees in agriculture 
related � elds.�

Students may apply for 
a variety of scholarships, 
including three IAA Foun-
dation Top Scholarships, 
where winners will each 
receive $5,000 awards. 
Another $7,500 award goes 

continued on page 2
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Congratulations to our 
Recruiter of the month, Hieu 
Tran. Hieu signed 4 new 
members for the DuPage 
County Farm Bureau. He has 
been with COUNTRY Finan-
cial since August 1998. 
Hieu�s of� ce is located in 
Lombard. For complete 
contact information for 
these agents please visit 
COUNTRYFinancial.com. We 
would like to thank you for 
your hard work in recruiting 
new members!
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established to honor the 
memory of a loved one, 
the IAA Foundation offers 
scholarships on behalf of 
organizations such as Prairie 
Farms Dairy. For 2022, the 

IAA Foundation is honored 
to administer the newly 
created Alvin Eigenrauch 
Memorial Scholarship, Six 
Generations Illinois Farm-
ing Scholarship and Steve 
Willits Memorial Scholarship. 
Additionally, three new Fel-

lowships have been added 
to support students pursuing 
advanced degrees.

All applicants must be 
current high school seniors, 
or students already enrolled, 
at an accredited college or 
university. Scholarships are 
awarded based on academic 
performance, leadership 
experiences, involvement in 
activities and community ser-
vice. Previous winners of an 
IAA Foundation scholarship 
are eligible to apply again if 
the scholarship allows.

A full listing of available 
scholarships and eligibility 

guidelines is available on the 
Foundation website, www.
iaafoundation.org. The ap-
plication opens January 1, 
2022 and must be completed 
online by February 15, 2022.

For more information, 
contact your county Farm 
Bureau, the IAA Foundation 
at 309-557-2232, or e-mail 
Jennifer Smith at jsmith@
ilfb.org .

The mission of the IAA 
Foundation, Illinois Farm 
Bureau�s charitable arm, is to 
fund education, research, and 
charitable activities that ben-
e� t Illinois farm families and 
agriculture.

Scholarships
continued from page 1

High School seniors and 
college students are urged 
to apply for the 2022 schol-
arships provided by the 
DuPage County Farm Bureau 
Foundation. Parent(s) of the 
applicants must be mem-
bers in good standing as of 
January 1, 2022. New this 
year, you will also be able to 
complete your scholarship 
application online. Visit our 
website for the link or to 
download pdf�s of the ap-

plications: https://dcfb.org/
foundation-scholarships/.
If you have any questions 
regarding the application 
process, please contact our 
of� ce at 630.668.8161.

General Scholarships � 
Four $2,000 scholarships 
may be awarded to eligible 
high school seniors pursing 
a degree related to the agri-
culture industry. Qualifying 
majors may include: Biology, 

2022 Foundation
Scholarships Available

continued on page 6



2022 Agriculture Expo
Don�t forget to register your class for the Annual Agri-

culture Expo! This program is open to all 3rd and 4th grade 
classrooms in DuPage county and will once again be in a 
virtual format. The program will be a self-directed event 
in February. New this year, teachers will be able to choose 
from a list of agriculture � eld trips and receive a custom-
ized PDF booklet for their classroom. Links to an Illinois Ag 
lesson and � eld trips will be emailed to each teacher at the 
end of January. Teachers will implement the program into 
their curriculum as they see � t. For more information or to 
register, contact Kristina at dupageaitc@dcfb.org before 
January 14th.

Teacher Institute Day
All DuPage County teachers are welcome to register 

for the Ag in the Classroom Teacher Institute Day Work-
shop! This year�s event will be held on March 4th, 2022 
from 7:30am-1:00pm in person at College of DuPage. Our 
workshop is entitled �From Roots to STEM� and is designed 
to introduce K-12 educators to agriculture activities and 
lessons that can be incorporated into their classroom while 
adhering to the current learning, STEM, and NGSS concepts. 
Speakers from AITC, Nutrients for Life, and FCAE will lead 
a variety of activities. Participants will receive 5 PD hours 
provided by the DuPage ROE. Only 35 spots are available, 
so register early at https://dcfb.org/event/2022-teacher-
institute-day/!

SM

Illinois

Kristina Baumbach
Education Coordinator

DuPage County Farm Bureau
Ag in the Classroom is a free program that 
visits DuPage schools to teach the importance 
of agriculture. The lessons can be adjusted for 
all age levels and meet learning standards. We 

would also be happy to be a part of community events that 
relate to our agricultural literacy program vision and goals. 
Virtual options are available.  

For more information contact: 
dupageaitc@dcfb.org or 630-668-8161.

November’s Numbers:
10,962 students � includes video views from October

148 teachers � #1 Lesson Topic: Pumpkins
Total students reached to date: 27,627

Teacher Quote about an AITC Visit:
�Marilyn was amazing with our students. 

They always looked forward to having her teach a 
monthly lesson. She has an ease with the students. 

Marilyn was very thorough in her planning and teaching.�
Gower West Elementary, 2nd Grade

November was all about corn! Field corn is a very im-
portant crop here in Illinois. In fact, we are the 2nd largest 
producer of � eld corn behind Iowa! Field corn is mostly 
used for animal feed, ethanol, and in thousands of indus-
trial and food products. This month students learned about 
the different types of corn, what � eld corn is used for, how 
corn grows, and the machinery our farmers use to grow 
corn. Our younger students colored special corn bookmarks 
and our older students participated in the Tassel to Table 
activity. 

2.1.

Did you 
know?

Mushrooms are grown 
indoors for climate

control. Mushrooms
do not need light to 
grow and will double

in size every day!

1. The 3rd graders at Stone Elementary had a blast learn-
ing about where the ingredients for tacos come from.

2. Pizza projects from Prospect Elementary are proudly 
displayed around the room.

Spring Lesson
Line-Up

January:
Dairy

February:
Specialty Crops

March:
Pollinators

April:
Earth Day

May:
Soybeans

June:
Baseball

January 2022 � Page 3
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Very Pinteresting
A column dedicated to  

�nding you healthy recipes using 
the freshest ingredients

Italian Sausage Rigat�i  
with Spicy T�ato Cream Sauce Recipe

Italian Sausage Rigatoni with Spicy Tomato Cream Sauce � 
Easy, hearty, delicious pasta dinner to please everyone!
Prep Time10 mins, Cook 
Time20 mins, Total 
Time30 mins, Servings: 4
Ingredients
12 oz rigatoni
12 oz Italian sausage
1 tablespoon olive oil
4 oz Pancetta cubed
1/2 medium onion diced
3 cloves garlic minced
1/2 teaspoon crushed red pepper
1/4 cup white wine or stock of your choice
14.5 oz �re-roasted tomatoes (1 can)
1 cup heavy cream
2 cups fresh baby spinach
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon fresh ground pepper
1/3 cup grated Parmesan cheese
Instructions
Bring a large pot of water to a boil, salt the water. Add the 
pasta and cook according to package instructions. While 
the pasta is cooking begin the sauce.
In a large sautØ pan, heat the olive oil over medium-high 
heat. Brown the Italian sausage and pancetta. Remove to a 
paper towel-lined plate, set aside.
Add the onion, sautØ until translucent. Add the garlic and 
sautØ another minute.
Add the wine and �re-roasted tomatoes, simmer and re-
duce the liquid by half.
Lower the heat, stir in the cream, spinach, salt, pepper, 
crushed red peppers, Italian sausage, and pancetta. Simmer 
until the cream is heated and the spinach is wilted. Add the 
Parmesan cheese and simmer until the sauce has thickened 
slightly.
Season to taste with salt and pepper.
Drain the pasta, pour the sauce over and stir to coat evenly. 
Serve immediately.

Holiday Cacti are Low Maintenance, Winter-blooming Gifts
By Kelly Allsup , 

U of I Extension Service
With their vibrant, 

�oral displays and low-
maintenance needs, holiday 
cacti are a great holiday gift. 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
Easter cactus are each dif-
ferent species. They bloom 
reliably each year without 
much upkeep. 

�Every December, one 
plant in my of�ce comes to 
life despite the minimal care 
it receives,� says Kelly Allsup, 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion horticulture educator. 
�The plant has remained in 
the 6-inch pot for nine years 
now, receives water when 
it is dry, and has been used 
proli�cally in propagation 
workshops for Master Gar-
deners.�

Holiday cacti are easily 
distinguished by the stem 
margins as well as timing of 
�owering. These cacti don�t 
have true leaves; instead, 
they have �attened stem seg-
ments that are used in propa-
gation to grow new plants.

Illinois Extension Horticul-
ture Educator Jenifer Fish-
burn says holiday cacti are 
the gift that keep on giving.

�They are often passed 
down from generation to 
generation as family heir-
looms because they are so 
long-lived,� Fishburn says. 

Thanksgiving cactus, 
Schlumbergera truncate, has 
two to four saw-toothed 
projections resembling crab 
claws. Flowers are produced 
from late November to late 
December. Flower colors 
include white, red, lavender, 
salmon, orange, and yellow.

�Thanksgiving cacti are 
often forced into bloom and 
sold at Christmas time, and 
are often misnamed Christ-
mas cacti,� Fishburn says. 

Christmas cactus, Sch-
lumbergera x buckleyi, has 
scalloped or rounded stem 
margins. Flowers are gener-

ally showy from late De-
cember through March. The 
�owers form at the tips of 
segments.

Easter cactus, Rhipsali-
dopsis gaertneri, has four 
to six rounded teeth along 
the stem edges and brown-
ish hairs at the leaf tips. 
Flowers in shades of pink or 

red �owers appear March 
through May. Easter cactus 
may re-bloom.

Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas cacti blooms are trig-
gered by day length. They 
bloom when they receive 
12 to 15 hours of darkness a 
day for �ve to six weeks and 
are exposed to cool night 
temperatures.

Holiday cacti are com-
monly used to demonstrate 
propagation because leaf 
cuttings, rather than stem 
cuttings, can be used to 
generate new plants. How-
ever, cacti do not have true 
leaves. The leaves are actu-
ally stems called cladophylls.

Despite being a cactus, 
these plants are native to 
the tropical rain forest and 
are watered regularly with 
other houseplants. Water 
cacti when the top inch of 
soil is dry to the touch.

To gift holiday cacti, look 
for 4, 6, and 8-inch pots at 
garden centers. Find a decora-
tive container with a hole in 
the bottom of the same size. 
Remember these cacti are 
long-lived and can thrive in 
this pot for the next 15 years.

When transporting 
cacti, wrap and bag plants 
to prevent exposure to cold 
temperatures as the buds 
will be severely damaged by 
time spent outside.

Holiday cacti can bloom 
profusely for a month or 
two and may even bloom 
twice a year. While in bloom, 
use cacti as decoration, 
keep them away from heat 
sources, and water regularly.

As a houseplant, place in 

front of a window and wa-
ter regularly. In the summer, 
these tropical houseplants 
can go outside in a partially 
shaded area. Between April 
and October, fertilize every 
four weeks with a complete 
houseplant fertilizer.
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Winter brings extra chores 
for animal care

We had only one item 
on our Black Friday shop-
ping list: a metal poultry 
fountain. It didn�t satisfy 
any Christmas wishes, but it 
was freezing outside, and 
the chickens needed water, 
not ice, from their drinking 
water dispenser. The new 
container�s galvanized metal 
construction allowed it to 
rest atop a heated base. We 
purchased the drinker with 

a 20% off coupon, and the 
kids� laying hens now have 
thawed water until the last 
freeze of spring. 

Responsibility ranks the 
primary reason that the kids 
raise chickens. Since elemen-
tary school, they have un-
derstood the obligation of 
having another life depend 
on them. And no matter the 
species � cattle, pigs, sheep, 
goats or chickens � they 
know that livestock have no 
regard for homework loads, 
basketball schedules or 
holiday weekends. Vacations 
require hiring a caretaker. 
Snowy and sub-zero days 
demand shovels and layers 
to handle the task. Raining? 
That�s why we have rubber 
boots. 

Livestock farmers gen-
erally dread the weather 

events that cancel school, 
such as snow, ice, sub-zero 
temperatures and especially 
wind associated with any of 
those. When winter weather 
lengthens chore time, I sug-
gest that the kids put life in 
perspective. Their grandpa 
manually thawed cattle 
water tanks with wood-�red 
cowboy heaters when he 
was a kid. He helped his dad 
prepare cab-less tractors for 
winter with tire chains and 
heat housers, or a plastic 
and vinyl liner that captured 
heat from the engine to 
warm the driver. And you 
had to take breaks inside 
to regain feeling in your 
extremities.

Now, energy-free cattle 
drinkers operate nearly 
maintenance free and have 
built-in electric heaters. 
Heated cabs and four-wheel 
drive options on tractors 
make winter chores more 
ef�cient and comfortable. 

Even winter work boots 
are engineered so well that 
light-weight summer socks 
will suf�ce.

Heavy snowfall today 
could mean digging paths 
to cattle, scooping out-
door feed bunks or keep-
ing the electricity on for 
hog barns to maintain heat 
and ventilation. Just as the 
pandemic caused people to 
stock masks and toilet paper, 
the record-breaking snows 
of the 1970s prompted our 
farm to own a snowmobile 
and tractor-mounted snow-
blower, the type that moves 
4-foot drifts. I rather hope 
for calm, quiet nights that 
keep this piece of equip-
ment in the shed.

About the author: Joanie 
Stiers farms with her fam-
ily in West-Central Illinois, 
where they grow corn, soy-
beans, wheat, hay and cover 
crops and raise beef cattle 
and backyard chickens.

Winnebago 
County dairy 
farmer and 2022 
IFB Young Leader 
Committee chair 
Aaron Mitchell 
discusses the 
challenges of car-
ing for dairy cows 
and calves in the chilly winter months in this @IllinoisFarm-
Families feature: https://www.watchusgrow.org/2021/02/01/
caring-for-farm-animals-during-illinois-winter/.
Photo by Catrina Rawson/Illinois Farm Bureau.

Chemistry, Pre-vet, Horticul-
ture, Communications, Busi-
ness, etc. Applicants must 
explain how they will use 
their major in the agricul-
ture industry. Applications 
are due April 1st 2022.

Arnold Oestmann Schol-
arships � Four $1,500 schol-
arships may be awarded to 
high school seniors intend-
ing to further their educa-
tion at a college, university, 
or technical school. There is 
no restriction on the course 
of study. Applications are 
due May 1st 2022.

Culinary and Nutrition 
Scholarship � One $1,000 to 
$2,000 scholarship may be 

awarded to a high school 
senior, or college freshman, 
sophomore, or junior purs-
ing a degree in the culinary 
arts or nutrition. Applica-
tions are due May 1st 2022. 

Ken F. Ebersold Scholar-
ship � Two $2,000 scholar-
ship may be awarded to an 
eligible college freshman, 
sophomore, or junior who 
is actively and successfully 
pursuing an undergraduate 
degree in an agricultural 
related course of study. Ap-
plicants must explain how 
they will use their major 
in the agriculture industry. 
Applications are due May 1st 
2022. 

Foundation Scholarships continued from page 2
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DuPage County 
Financial Representatives of the Month

The Financial Representative of the Month program is designed by COUNTRYfi

Financial Agency Managers of DuPage County to recognize overall Insurance 
Leaders in Life, Disability, Auto, Home, and Health production during the month. 
The representative earns the award through efforts to provide quality service to 
existing and new clients.

Jude Mertes • Aurora Agency
Jude Mertes has been named Career Financial Representative of 
the Month for November 2021, by Alonzo Nevarez, Agency Man-
ager. Jude�s of� ce is located at 1730 Park St, Unit 224, Naperville 
60563. His phone number is 630-236-5600. Jude has been a Finan-
cial Representative with COUNTRYfi Financial since November 1999.  
Nhon Truong • Carol Stream Agency
Nhon Truong has been named Career Representative of the
month for November 2021 by Drew Cali, Agency Manager. Nhon�s 
of� ce is located at 310 S. Main St. Unit G Lombard, 60148. His
phone number is 630-627-1478. Nhon has been a Financial Repre-
sentative with COUNTRYfi Financial since September 2009.
Erica Buchanan • Carol Stream Agency
Erica Buchanan has been named Employee Representative of the 
month for November 2021 by Drew Cali, Agency Manager. Erica�s 
of� ce is located at 1960 Springbrook Sq., Ste 100, Naperville, 
60564. Her phone number is 630-548-1894. Erica has been a Finan-
cial Representative with COUNTRYfi Financial since April 2017.
Mike Rogala •  Will/South DuPage Agency
Mike Rogala has been named Career Financial Representative of 
the Month for November 2021, by Dan Connolly, Agency Manag-
er. Mike�s of� ce is located at 827 S. State St. Lockport, 60441. His 
phone number is 331-803-6045. Mike has been a Financial Repre-
sentative with COUNTRYfi Financial since July 2016.
Amy Linduska • Chicago Northwest Agency
Amy Linduska has been named Career Financial Representative 
of the month for November 2021, by Kevin Gomes, Agency 
Manager. Her of� ce is located at 10A W. Schaumburg Rd, 
Schaumburg, 60194. Amy�s phone number is 630-924-0765, and 
she has been a Financial Representative with COUNTRYfi Financial 
since August 2002.

Farm Bureau Marketplace
Send your ad to: DuPage Farmer

245 S. Gary Ave., Carol Stream, IL 60188

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR DUPAGE 
COUNTY FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

All DuPage Co. Farm Bureau members may 
run non-commercial classi� ed ads free in the 
DuPage Farmer (limit 100 words per year). 
Ads will continue to run each month until 
we are noti� ed otherwise, or the 100 free 
words per year are used. Please email ads to 
membership@dcfb.org. Put �Farmer Ad� in 
the subject line or call 630.668.8161 with your 
ad. Deadline is 10th of each month.

Member to Member
Find these special discounts now on-
line at

https://dcfb.org/member-to-
member-discounts/

Present your paid-up current Farm 
Bureau Membership card at any of 
the area businesses operated by Farm 
Bureau members and take advantage 
of special discounts.

2 CEMETERY LOTS � $500. Lakewood Memorial 
Park, Elgin, IL 847.973.2623
STUMP GRINDING: Free Estimates, 36� Gate Ac-
cess. Reasonable Rates. 630.251.3770
1 � 10� Craftsman Radial Arm saw �$75.00; 1 
�6� Belt Sander w/ stand �$50.00; 1 � new 8� x 
7� steel garage door�$150.00 (or offer); 1-8� & 
1-7� Werner � berglass step ladders�$65.00 each. 
My name is Theresa A. Wachel-Carso, my phone # 
(630) 980-4773.
FOR LEASE/RENT
FURNISHED FIRST FLOOR SPACE with private 
bathroom for rent in secure professional building. 
Near downtown Wheaton; approximately 5 blocks 
to Metra station. Please contact Don Holwerda at 
630-665-5050 for more information.
5 STAR RESORT 3br/2ba Condo 2 miles from 
Disney World Orlando. Rental rates from $109/
night. Call 630.853.7669 or go to www.vrbo.
com/218673.

FOR SALE
White Italian Provincial sofa, chair, marble coffee 
table, 3 white marble end tables. Call for pics and 
prices. Great condition. 630-408-2032.
Harley Davidson ladies medium black leather vest. 
Has fringe, braiding, inlay of roses on front and 
back. $40 Firm. Call 630-393-2293, please leave 
message.
RETAINING WALL BLOCKS for sale 14in each. 77 
blocks leftover from project. Asking $0.75 each. 
630-953-8748.
TROY BUILT TUFFY TILLER. Low hours. $400.00, 
630-416-7559
HAY & STRAW, excellent quality. 630.878.6350

TWO PLEASURE HORSES available on my farm in 
Warrenville near Herrick Lake Forest Preserve & 
Prairie Path. Must be experienced. 630.878.6350.
PASTURE BOARD with large barn & lean-to shel-
ter, near Herrick Lake. Many trails. 630.878.6350.
OFFICE/RETAIL space for rent. 1000 sq. feet. 
Located in Wood Dale, IL on Irving Park Road. 
Well maintained building. $975 per month. 708-
878-2251
HISTORICAL HOME in downtown St. Charles. Two 
bedrooms plus an of� ce space (tax credit), base-
ment, and fenced in yard. No pets allowed. Work 
and credit check required. Call 847-769-5863 for 
more details.
WANTED
Small 25 to 50 bu. Manure spreader. 630 289-
5924
2/3 BOTTOM I.H.C. pull-type hydraulic plow. 
847.274.0977
VINTAGE sports cards & collectables (pre-1975). 
630.738.666
Multiple pieces of scrap corrugated or aluminum 
metal roo� ng. Any length. Please contact 630-
234-6058.

Miss last month�s issue? 
Find the DuPage Farmer, now on-
line too, at dcfb.org/publications

Happy New Year
from

DuPage County 
Farm Bureau

Photo by Catrina Rawson/Illinois Farm Bureau.




