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By Emily Steele
Growing a vegetable 

garden takes work, but 
sometimes the hardest part 
is knowing where to start. 
Grow with confidence this 
spring with Growing Great 
Vegetables, a five-week 
webinar series from Univer-
sity of Illinois 
Extension 
that explores 
everything 
from seeds 
and soil to 
a successful 
harvest.

Log on for the weekly 
online workshops starting 
February 27. Each session will 
explore a new topic and give 
participants the opportunity 
to engage with University 
Illinois Extension horticulture 
experts and receive emails 
with even more research-
based tips and factsheets.

Sessions will be from 6 to 
7 p.m. on Tuesdays. Each class 
covers a different topic and 
will consist of a live 50-min-
ute presentation followed by 
a Q&A. Extension horticulture 
educators  Chris Enroth, Jen-
nifer Fishburn, Nicole Flow-
ers-Kimmerle, Ken Johnson, 

and Sarah Vo-
gel will lead 
this series.

February 
27, Where 
Will You Gar-
den? Build a 
garden using 

whatever space you have. 
Learn about traditional gar-
den plots, raised beds, salad 
tables, container gardening, 
growing vertically, and more.

March 5, Seed and Plant 
Choices, Soils and Fertil-
izers: Planning, design, and 
layout are key elements to 
successful gardening. Learn 

Dig In Confidently–Spring Vegetable Gardening Workshops
about hardiness zones, frost 
and freeze dates, how to 
order plants or seeds from 
a garden catalog or lo-

cally, reading and selecting 
seed packets, and starting 
plants from seed. We’ll also 

continued on page 6
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Be Mine

Did you know that 
milk makes its way from 
the farm to the gro-
cery store in under 48 
hours? This is in large 
part thanks to dedicat-
ed truck drivers hauling 
milk across the state. 
This allows you to have 
the freshest milk you 
can in your refrigera-
tor, and it may be more 
local than you think. 
If you want to know 
where your milk came 
from, check out this 
graphic at right!

On a cold, February day, 
it may be hard to remem-
ber that 2023 was the hot-
test year on record. But the 
newest update to the plant 
hardiness map, in which half 
the country shifted to warm-
er zones, is a stark reminder 
that the climate is changing 
and changing fast.

“The magnitude of 
change in the new maps re-

ally surprised me since it just 
reflects the last 30 years,” 
said Illinois State Climatolo-
gist Trent Ford. “One of the 
most consistent changes in 
Illinois’ climate directly linked 
to human-caused global 
warming is warming win-
ters.”

In November, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture up-
dated its plant hardiness zone 
map, giving growers across 
the nation a better under-
standing of which perennial 
plants will survive a region’s 
winter and thrive long-term. 
The map, available at plan-
thardiness.ars.usda.gov, was 
previously updated in 2012, 
and the new, more detailed 
version is based on 30-year 
averages of the lowest an-
nual winter temperatures 
from almost twice as many 
weather station sites.

Illinois now has six zones, 
with 12 sub-zones, ranging 
from zone 5a in northwestern 
Illinois to the newly added 7b 
zone in southern counties.

“In Illinois, the most obvi-
ous change between the new 
hardiness zone map and the 
2012 map is a northward pro-
gression of zones 6a, 6b, and 
7a,” Ford said. “The bound-
ary between zones 5b and 
6a migrated 60 miles north, 
from around Springfield in 
the 2012 map to around Peo-
ria in the 2023 map.”

On the new map, most of 

cover soil testing and amend-
ments, fertilizer, manures, 
mulch, watering, and weed-
ing.

March 12, Cool-Season 
Vegetables: Cool-season 
crops can be grown in spring 
or fall, each with its own 
characteristics and potential 
issues. Learn about growing 
and harvesting cool-season 
vegetables, including how to 
manage common insect pests.

March 19, Warm-Season 
Vegetables: Warm-season 
crops grow during the hot-
test part of the year. This ses-
sion will cover how to make 
vegetables such as peppers, 
tomatoes, squash, and more 
flourish while keeping pests 
at bay.

March 26, Insects and Dis-
eases: New and experienced 
growers alike are challenged 
by pests, diseases, and dis-
orders of vegetable plants. 
Learn about insects, diseases, 
and wildlife pests and how to 
prevent and handle them.

Participants can also ask 
their plant and garden ques-
tions during a bonus session 
with Extension gardening 
experts on April 23. Regis-
ter for the series by Febru-
ary 25 at go.illinois.edu/
GrowingGreatVegetables. 
The cost is $10 for the series. 
Sessions will be recorded and 
made available to registered 
participants if they are un-
able to attend live. For more 
information, contact Ken 
Johnson at kjohnso@illinois.
edu.

Great Veggies
continued from page 5

central Illinois now falls into 
zone 6a, with zone 6b mov-
ing north into parts of Coles, 
Moultrie, and Shelby coun-
ties. Zone 7a also migrated 
50 miles north from Cairo 
into the St. Louis Metro East 
area. This has also pulled a 
small section of 7b into Il-

linois, which is the first time 
this warmer zone has oc-
curred this far north.

Warming winters can 
reduce stress on plant popu-
lations, helping some land-
scape plants thrive, but also 
bring negative impacts, such 

Shifting USDA Plant Hardiness Map – changes for climate, plants
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Farm Bureau Marketplace
Send your ad to: DuPage Farmer 

245 S. Gary Ave., Carol Stream, IL 60188

Recruiters  
of the Month

February 2024
Congratulations to our recruiters 

of the month, Orazio Difruscolo (St. 
Charles), Nhon Truong (Lombard) and 
Michael Weinstein (Arlington Heights). 
These agents each signed 3 new  
members to the DuPage County Farm  
Bureau. We appreciate all that you do!

Orazio Difruscolo 
630-549-7696 
1118 E Main St.
Suite 1A 
St Charles, IL 60174

Nhon Truong 
630-627-1478 
310 S Main St. 
Unit G 
Lombard, IL 60148

Michael Weinstein 
847-749-1740 
5 E College Dr., 
#112 
Arlington Heights, IL 
60004

CRICUT EXPLORE Air 2 machine, tool kit, vinyl 
pack. New in box, $150 call 630-936-0058
HORSE EQUIPMENT misc. western & English 
horse tack for sale. Call 630-393-6677
HAY & STRAW excellent quality. 630-878-6350

FOR LEASE/RENT
BULIDING FOR SALE, office space for lease 
2400sf. stand alone, all brick building, front half 
to be leased. Own parking lot, walk to train, close 
to tollways, new carpeting, click it flooring, paint, 
hardware, lighting. Close to downtown Lisle. Call 
Michael Powers 630-675-5178 for more info and 
photos.
CHAIR FOR RENT in Villa Park Salon. Looking for 
a barber or hairstylist part-time. Must have your 
own clientele and pay a monthly fee. Call or text 
Jenny 630-935-5482
PLEASURE HORSES (2) available on my farm in 
Warrenville, near Herrick Lake Forest Preserve & 
Prairie Path. Must be experienced. 630-878-6350
5 STAR RESORT 3bd/2bth condo 2 miles from 
Disney Orlando. Rental rates from $149/night. Call 
630-853-7669 or visit www.vrbo.com/218673
OFFICE SPACE available for rent at the Farm Bu-
reau, office lower level. Located in Carol Stream. 
Three offices and reception area. Call 630-668-
8161 for more info.
PASTURE BOARD with large barn & lean-to-shel-
ter, near Herrick Lake. Many trails. 630-878-6350
WANTED
2/3 BOTTOM I.H.C. pull-type hydraulic plow. 847-
274-0977

FOR SALE
TORO SNOW BLOWER 2020 almost new hardly 
used Power Max 824 OE 24 in. 252cc (8HP) two-
stage electric start gas snow blower – 6 speeds 
forward and 2 speeds reverse. Single hand chute 
control. Added “non-marring” skids. Look up 
model # on the internet for more info. This year 
cost is $1300-$1500, asking $450 OBO. Call or 
text Randy for more info. 630-379-9552
RC AIRPLANE AUCTION, Naperville Propmasters 
Aero. Hundreds of deals! Auction is scheduled for 
March 19, 2024 at 7:00PM at Community United 
Methodist Church. Visit www.propmastersrc.org
PUMP ORGAN 19th century restored. $200, text 
630-833-0234
ASSORTED CONSTRUCTION TOOLS electric 
powered, PVC fittings, copper. A whole stocked 
plumbing truck full! All negotiable. 630-205-8835
END TABLES (2) golden oak 24’ x 24’ standard 
height, rounded corners. Top in perfect condition. 
Asking $45.00 each. 630-205-8835
AMBER C.T. LAMPS (2) removable glass sides at 
bottom to change small bulbs. Beautifully etched 
& single large bulb at top with shade. V.G.C. 
$40.00 each 630-205-8835
RIDGID TABLE POWER SAW very good condition. 
$300. Call 630-790-9397

Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!

Financial Rep  
of the Month

Congratulations to Bill Asimako-
poulos. Bill has been named Career 
Financial Representative. The Financial 
Representative of the Month program is 
designed by COUNTRY Financial Agency 
Managers of DuPage County to recog-
nize overall insurance leaders in life, 
disability, auto, home and health pro-
duction during the month. Bill earned 
this award through efforts to provide 
quality service to all clients. Thank you 
for all you do, Bill.

Bill Asimakopoulos
630-887-7788
241 Burlington
Clarendon Hills, IL 
60514

Orazio Difruscolo

Nhon Truong

Michael Weinstein

Bill Asimakopoulos

USDA Plant Zones
continued from page 6

Name ________________________________________  

FB Member # _________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________ 

Phone________________________________________ 

Mixed Doubles ____  Couples ____   

Number of Bowlers __________ 

Name of Bowler Players   Age 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS MARCH 8th 

Send with checks payable to: DCFB 245 S. Gary Ave., Carol Stream, IL 60188 or pay online at dcfb.org.

Total amount enclosed ($22 per bowler) $___________ 

All DCFB Members, Family & Friends are welcome! 
 

Bumper Lanes available for kids (under 12) 
  

Cost: $22.00 per bowler 
(3 games & shoe rental if needed) 

Saturday,  
March 16th 

Bowlero  
558 E. North Ave. 
Glendale Heights 

Check in 11:45 a.m. 

PRIZES! AWARDS! 50/50 DRAWING! FUN! 

———————  Let’s Go Bowling Registration Form  ———————

as introducing invasive species from the 
south, introducing new pest pressure 
on crops, or ecological competition in 
natural areas.

“Zones are a shortcut we use when 
thinking of an area’s general climate 
and how plants will fare,” said Jamie 

Viebach, University of Illinois Extension 
horticulture educator. “The new chang-
es in the map may actually explain 
trends gardeners have already seen.”

If a gardener’s zone shifted with 
the new map, Viebach says that’s not 
a reason to worry or change existing 
landscaping, but it could be an oppor-
tunity to try to overwinter new peren-
nial plants.
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Discounts are subject to change with-
out notice. Restrictions may apply. 

Must show membership card.

Order Pickup is inside the office.
More product is available on our website store : DCFB.org 

Name _________________________________________FB#__________

Contact Number _____________________________________________ 

Email Address________________________________________________
    Mail or drop off payment to: DCFB 245 S. Gary Ave., Carol Stream, IL 60188

Checks payable to: DCFB
Order Deadline is February 13th

Pick up at the DCFB office on February 22nd from 8:30am 4pm 
Dates/prices subject to change

Grand Total $  __________

PRODUCT PRICE QTY COST

Bacon Wrapped Filets,  4pc, 10oz $57.00

Bourbon Marinated Steak, 8pc, 8oz $51.00

Ground Round, 10lbs $45.00

Top Sirloin Butt Steak, 8pc, 8oz $51.00

Chicken Taco Meat, 5lb $33.00

Honey BBQ Chicken Breast, 10pc, 8oz $33.00

Plain Chicken Breast, 10pc, 8oz $33.00

Pepper Jack Stuffed Chicken Breast, 8pc $32.00

Tequila Lime Chicken Breast, 10pc, 8oz $33.00

Bacon Wrapped Pork Chops, 8pc, 10oz $33.00

BBQ Boneless Pork Chops, 10pc, 8oz $32.00

Italian Sausage, 5lb box $31.00

Plain Boneless Pork Chops, 10pc, 8oz $32.00

Stuffed Pork Chops, 4pc, 10oz $29.00

February Meat Order Form 

Love is in the Air with DC FB Discounts!
Pinot’s Palette – St. Charles 
15% off (online only). Must use 
discount code FARMBUREAU at checkout.
3823 E. Main St., St. Charles 
630-338-0278 
www.pinotspalette.com/stcharles

Local Business  
Discounts

A-Archer Sewer & Plumbing 
$50.00 off any service call 
504 W. Edgewood Rd. Lombard, 60148 
630-932-9800 – www.a-archer.net
Downers Grove Training & Grooming
$100.00 off all training schools  
and $10.00 off any grooming
2151 63rd St., Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-724-7039

Fresh and Silk Flowers  
(Carol Stream Location) 
15% off all goods and extras 
578 W Army Trail Rd • Carol Stream, 60088 
630.690.7822 
www.freshandsilkflowers.com

Great Gutters & Exteriors 
10% off 
189 Oakwood Dr. Wood Dale, 60191 
773-952-1737 
greatguttersandexteriors@gmail.com

Jay’s Plumbing 
$15 off any service calls, must mention 
discount at scheduling. 
Not valid towards call out fees or RPZ 
testing. 
1509 Ogden Ave • Downers Grove, 60515 
630.434.9200 • www.jaysplumbing.net 
Royal Polish Nail Salon
10% off your scheduled visit 
116 Galena St. West Chicago, IL 60185 
630-876-1202 
Upfront Concrete 
10% off epoxy flooring 
630-306-3720 
upfrontconcrete@gmail.com

Restaurant Discounts
Adelle’s 
15% off full meal for 2 guests or fewer 
(excludes alcohol, tax & gratuity). Cannot be 
combined with other discounts, promos and/
or carryout. 
535 W. Liberty Drive, Wheaton, 60187 
630.784.8015

Anyway’s Pub – Bloomingdale 
Anyway’s Pub – Oakbrook Terrace 
10% off of food purchase 
304 W Army Trail Rd, Bloomingdale, 60108 
5 E Roosevelt Rd, Oakbrook Terrace, 60181 
www.anywayspub.com 

Blueberry Hill 
10% off bill. Not valid with other offers  
or promotions.  
405 N Eola Rd, Aurora, 60502 
630.499.1500 
blueberrybreakfastcafe.com

BRAUERHOUSE  
15% off purchase 
1000 N Rohlwing Rd, #13, Lombard, IL 
60148 
630.495.2141 
www.brauerhouse.com 

Caliendo’s Restaurant and Bar  
10% off food and non-alcoholic beverages. 
Not applicable for specials  
0S050 Winfield Rd, Winfield, 60190, 
630.690.1555 • www.caliendos.com 

Cooper’s Corner  
15% off food bill up to $15 value, dine 
in only. Not valid with other offers or on 
holidays. One discount per table and one 
beverage must be purchased per entrée  
27W150 Roosevelt Rd, Winfield, 60190, 
630.690.2668 • www.cooperscorner.com 

Culver’s  
10% off purchase  
Only at participating locations 

290 S Schmale Rd, Carol Stream, 60188

908 E. Roosevelt Rd., Wheaton 60187  
630.889.1140

4068 E. Main St., St. Charles, 60174 
630.444.1700 • www.culvers.com 

Hawthorne’s Backyard 
10% off food (excluding specials).   
1200 West Hawthorne Ln, West Chicago, 
60185 • 630.293.6700 
www.hawthornesbackyard.com  
Hopvine Brewing Company
10% off food purchase. Cannot be combined 
with any other offers or discounts. Dine-in 
only.
4030 Fox Valley Center Dr. Aurora, 60504
630-229-6030  
www.hopvinebrewingcompany.com

Muggs-N-Manor  
10% off all food orders. Not valid with other 
offers/discounts. Offer valid for pick-up/
dine-in only.  
437 S Addison Rd, Addison, 60101 • 
630.833.2570 
https://www.muggsnmanor.com/ 

Papa Rays Pizza & Wings 
Any $20 or more order 15% off, buy any  
16” pizza and get 10” cheese pizza free 
267 West Elk Trail, Carol Stream, IL 60188 
630-752-9680 
www.paparays.com 

Sarpinos Pizzeria 
(Downers Grove Location) 
Buy one pizza at regular price, get a second 
pizza for $5 
5107 Fairview Ave., Downers Grove, 60515  
630.515.0005 • gosarpinos.com 

Shinto Japanese Steakhouse 
and Sushi Bar  
20% off full priced items, max value of $20, 
not valid with any other discounts or offers  
504 N. Route 59, Suite 116 
Naperville, 60563 
630.637.8899 • www.shintorestaurants.com

Uncle Bub’s BBQ  
$5 off purchase of $25 or more  
132 S Cass Ave, Westmont, 60559 
630.493.9000 • www.unclebubs.com 

Two Hound Red Brewing Co. 
10% off (excludes Friday & Saturday) 
486 Pennsylvania Ave. Glen Ellyn 60137 • 
630-547-2912

Village Tavern & Grill  
10% off Sunday-Thursday  
Not valid with other offers  
291 S Schmale Rd, Carol Stream, 60185 • 
630.668.1101 • villagetavernandgrill.com/ 
carolstream  

Entertainment 
Discounts

Arcada Theatre 
15% discount on tickets to the theatre 
105 E. St. Charles, 60174 
630-962-7000 – oshows.com
Des Plaines Theatre 
15% discount on tickets to the theatre 
1476 Miner St. Des Plaines, 60016 
630-962-7000 – oshows.com

Enchanted Castle 
Buy one ride or attraction ticket, get one 
FREE 
1103 S. Main St. Lombard, IL 60148 
630-953-7860 
www.enchanted.com

Fox Bowl  
Buy one game, get one free for up to 6 
people, subject to lane availability  
1101 Butterfield Rd • Wheaton, 60189  
630.690.2400 • www.foxbowl.com 
Mighty Oak Athletic 
50% off the first month of training 
9s550 Lorraine Dr. Willowbrook, 60527 
630-464-9498 – MightyOakAthletic.com

Parkside Lanes  
Free shoe rental with purchase of 2 paid 
games  
34W185 Montgomery Rd • Aurora, 60504  
630.898.5678 • www.parkside54.com

Remember to 
check out all your 

membership 
benefits at: 
http://ilfb. 

abenity.com


